Introduction: innate recognition of bacteria and protozoan parasites.
Major advances have recently been achieved in the area of microbial recognition by the innate immune system. In this Forum, we discuss important issues related to innate recognition of bacteria and protozoan parasites. In particular, we highlight the structural characterization of pathogen-associated molecular patterns (PAMPs); the definition of the receptors required for recognition of PAMPs, especially the Toll-like receptors (TLRs); the signaling pathways triggered by PAMPs/PAMPs receptor interaction; and the functional consequences of these interactions for pathogenesis during microbial infection.